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December Update ….. Preparations for opening 

Transport  

We have always intended to offer transport to as many students as we 

are able to. We have mapped out three routes that translate roughly as 

a Taunton route, a Yeovil route and a Wells route.  There is still a little bit 

of work to do around setting up the car lease agreements, insurance, 

employing drivers, checking the Safeguarding arrangements for the 

transport policies.  Once this is done we can then cost the routes 

accordingly. We have informed the local authorities that we will have 

this in place by Easter. We are though in a position to send them our 

draft proposal next week. 

Alternative Learning Provision  

When we first launched the 

ALP mid October we were all 

in a pretty dark place. As teach-

ers we were really missing 

teaching the young people. We 

could see the potential of our 

Etonhurst building and within 

our multi sensory ‘vision’ we 

could hear and see young peo-

ple interacting with us, each 

other and enjoying their learn-

ing. Parents were communicating to us that their children were at home 

feeling isolated and that they were concerned over their children's mental 

health.  

Planning and delivering an Alternative Learning Provision is always tricky. 

It required a balance between skills and content avoiding traditional curric-

ulum yet promoting valuable skills with maximum benefit to all. Whilst 

improvements can always be made, as we reflect we feel we got it right in 

many ways.  

Students have taken part in activities that have supported literacy and nu-

meracy skills, used their thinking, problem solving and social skills. This 

has been expertly delivered by staff through a range of activities encom-

passing talk and debate, creative art, outdoor learning, numerical opera-

tions, cooking and sport and other games. Young people enjoyed interact-

ing with staff and each other in an environment that was slightly more 

relaxed than school helping to bridge a transition between being out of 

school to starting full time school next month.  

January Starting numbers   

Thank you to all that have responded 

to a mail sent out last Monday contain-

ing our invoices and joining documen-

tation. It was always going to be diffi-

cult moving from a process that has 

taken 7 months. We are sorry to have 

seen one or two leave us. We know that 

this is in the best interests of the young 

person and wish each and every one 

best wishes for their future. Please keep 

in contact—you are welcome to visit at 

anytime in the future. We would love to 

hear how you are getting on.  

We have spent the last week pro-

cessing students confirmed for a start in 

January. It is likely that we will continue 

to do this right up to Christmas. There 

have been a number of positive enquir-

ies since our registration was confirmed.  

Local Authority Consulta-

tions 

Many local authorities have remained 

in regular contact with us throughout 

the registration process. They are now 

taking each child's case to panel.  

Somerset, our own local authority came 

to visit last week. They carried out  their  

own due diligence inspection. They met 

with senior members of the team, 

checked staff specialist qualifications 

and were reassured about our policies 

and procedures. It is important maintain 

good links with the LA that the school 

sits within. They hold us to account but 

also support with regard of Safeguard-

ing processes and Careers among 

other areas. As a result of their visit they 

are now working with us to apply a fair 

and consistent consultation process.  

Uniform  

Way back in May we formed a uniform consultation committee. Led 

by Mr Petch this consisted of teachers and therapists who identified 

that it was important that uniform was comfortable and sensory friend-

ly.  What came out of this was that there would be no ties or blazers 

and that students would be able to wear full Levels School PE kit every 

day. This has formed part of our provision from early on.  

We are incredibly proud of our provision and it is important that our 

students are too.  We extended the consultation to students while in 

lock down and held a student voice session during the ALP including 

their views. As a new provision,  we are pleased to announce that we 

are able to supply the uniform in house.  PE kit will be ordered through 

the school and will start coming in early January. Our main school 

uniform will also be ordered through the school and a separate mail 

will come out to families in a position to start in Jan early this coming 

week. 

 Bottle green V neck jumper 

(sweatshirt material), embroi-

dered badge (Order through 

school) 

 White Shirt or blouse—

embroidered badge (Order 

through school) 

 Year 7 and below—White polo 

shirt  with embroidered badge 

(Order through school) 

 Black trousers or skirt (Can be 

ordered through school) 

 Black or white socks/Black tights and Black shoes  

Term Dates  

Our term dates for the remainder of this 

academic year are on the website. We can 

confirm these are correct with Mon 4th Jan 

being a staff INSET day and term starting for 

students on Tuesday 5th Jan 2021. 

Provisional dates for the next academic year 

Sept 2021 have been drawn up and these will 

come out with the uniform information next 

week.  

Information about the school day is on the 

website. 


