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Mission Statement 

The Levels School exists to provide a nurturing environment in which students with specific 

learning difficulties and co-occurring diagnoses can develop their self-esteem and aspire 

to be independent young adults who value the rights, responsibilities and rules that exist to 

promote and support their future welfare. Our approach toward establishing this ideology is 

predicated on trauma-informed practice and an obligation to develop the social skills 

required to build their future aspirational communities. We exist to help them find their 

level.  
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Introduction     

The Levels School is an independent specialist day school offering high quality 

education and exemplary pastoral care to students with dyslexia and co-occurring 

difficulties. The aims of the School are focused on maximising every individual’s potential to 

develop into a confident, secure, well-adjusted and skilled individual who will be able to 

embrace their learning differences, accepting who they are and developing a strong self-

concept. The individual will be able to make a positive contribution to society and live as 

an independent adult.    

It is the responsibility of the Head Teacher, supported by the teaching, learning and 

therapy teams to implement this policy. It is monitored throughout the school by a process 

of academic peer and pastoral self-review support by a robust appraisal procedure and 

quality assurance by the Governance team.   

This policy is in line with the Independent School Standards (Revised April 2019).   

Statement and vision    

The motivation behind The Levels School is to provide high quality, inclusive education 

for individuals who have been adversely affected by their Dyslexia and other Co-

occurring difficulties. Many join the school below ARE for English and/or Maths, 

resulting low self-esteem and accompanying anxiety. 

The Levels School will deliver a differentiated curriculum to KS2, KS3 and KS4, which tallies 

with our students’ levels of ability, interests and aspirations. The curriculum will be tailored to 

our students’ individual needs based on a bespoke provision to meet their learning 

differences. In addition to their learning needs, as a consequence of these difficulties, some 

students may have missed large aspects of their education prior to attending The Levels 

School, and so begin their education here with levels of achievement possibly below 

average. We will aim to work with them and support them to work fill any significant gaps 

resulting from missed education.    

The Levels School is committed to the philosophy that each student should: 

• Have a positive experience of learning all aspects of the curriculum. 

• Understand that barriers to learning can be overcome. 

• Enjoy their learning and remain resilient to succeed. 

• Show continuous progression and improvement. 

• Achieve their full potential. 

• Have sufficient key skills and self-esteem to approach new situations confidently.    

• Be students are happy in their learning.   

Our Ethos 

Our ethos encompasses a culture of inclusivity where students are aware of their rights, 

develop responsibility, learn to respect others and in turn are respected. We will 

enable students to learn through enquiry and discovery via a multi-sensory approach, 
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capturing interest and inspiring natural curiosity and creativity. Learning will be 

interesting, accessible and relevant to all.    

As a school, we seek to offer a curriculum which is adapted to meet the needs of our 

cohort, addressing their learning differences. It will:     

• Promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of all 

students at the school, whatever their special needs or abilities. 

• Prepare students for life in Modern Britain, whilst promoting the fundamental British 

values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect for, 

and tolerance of, those with different faiths and beliefs and those without faiths. 

• Promote independent learning, rewards achievement, celebrates success and 

nurtures the strengths of all, preparing students for the opportunities, responsibilities 

and experiences of learning through life. It is our aim to deliver a provision that fits 

the needs of the individual by being flexible, differentiated and personal.  

At The Levels School, we believe that it is important to create an environment of 

inspirational, dynamic and creative learning. We want students to be enthused by staff 

that are passionate about their specialist subject and enjoy teaching it to them.   

We are therefore committed to the following principles:    

• To respect and value all individual students and staff.   

• To provide the highest standards of care and education.    

• To ensure safety, security and opportunities for success.   

• To foster students’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural development.   

• Ensure students coming from other schools placements have a smooth transition.  

• Involve parents/carers by promoting open and honest communication from first 

point of contact. 

• Creating a learning environment that is inspiring and inclusive.  

Our Values 

We aim to nurture in our students these core values: 

• Courage: to meet new challenges with bravery and resilience and to never 

give up. 

• Compassion: to be kind to ourselves and others and to celebrate what makes 

us unique. 

• Creativity: to explore the world with curiosity and develop creative thinking 

skills. 

Our curriculum aims to channel our students’ courage and supports them to develop 

resilience around their learning. Our SMSC program will foster students’ compassion for 

each other and individuals within the world we live that are coping with adversity. Students 

will be presented with creative solutions to help students overcome barriers they are 

presented with and will be encouraged to think creatively within their learning.  
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Intent   

The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge 

they need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought 

and said, and helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. 

The national curriculum is just one element in the education of every child. There is time 

and space in the school day and in each week, term and year to range beyond the 

national curriculum specifications. The national curriculum provides an outline of core 

knowledge around which teachers can develop exciting and stimulating lessons to 

promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the 

wider school curriculum.  

At The Levels School we uphold the aims of the national curriculum above adapting it 

where necessary so that all young people in our care are given access to a curriculum that 

is adapted to suit their learning differences at an appropriate key stage level, based on 

their individual needs and abilities, prioritising their strengths and maximising the ability for 

them to meet their potential. We remain aspirational for our students. Individual targets aim 

to stretch and challenge. This will enable each student to get the best outcome for them at 

KS4. This will be delivered by skilled subject specialists that have experience and relevant 

training in delivering specialist education.   

Each subject area meets individual needs by delivering a curriculum that has the national 

curriculum program of study at its core. Schemes are planned in a manner that makes this 

accessible to all students. In some subjects some elements of the National Curriculum will 

be adapted. Adaptations match the strengths and interests of the individual. At The Levels 

School we take the time to really know each of our students, identifying their particular 

difficulties, using strategies to support these areas, while teaching to each student’s 

strengths. Identification of both strengths and weaknesses is fundamental to allowing the 

student to succeed and make progress. No effort is spared to ensure all acquire the 

confidence and self-belief required for success in the world beyond The Levels School. 

We understand the need for students to have a curriculum that maximises sequential 

teaching and provides ample opportunities for repetition. In some subjects, our curriculum 

design allows for concepts to be introduced earlier in the curriculum. Exposing the 

students to these concepts earlier accompanied with key skills means that they are 

starting their preparations for their KS4/GCSE outcomes earlier. In addition to this it allows 

us to adopt an earlier starting point in order to build a firm foundation for further learning, 

should the need to do so be identified.   

Many dyslexic students and those with similar needs often present with an uneven 

cognitive/learning profile. This presents strengths as well as difficulties. Our curriculum aims 

to identify and maximise these strengths as early as possible. Our teachers deliver lessons in 

their specialist subject areas and differentiate the content material accordingly. They are 

passionate about their specialist subject and aware of not only where the journey starts at 

KS2 but also all through to the outcomes at KS4 and for most, beyond.     
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The school’s pastoral systems and inclusive ethos develops the student’s resilience and 

capacity to engage in learning further and to be able to engage in the support on offer 

when needed. Individuals at The Levels School will benefit from teachers meeting their 

needs and planning their education from the start of their journey in key-stage 2, through 

to key stage 4 and into preparation for further education and employment.   

Social skills and Assistive technology 

At The Levels School we ensure that built into the timetabled day for KS2 is a social skills 

session run by the therapy team. For KS3 and KS4 this will form part of their provision during 

tutor time. Once a week, all KS3/4 students will be involved in a social skills group. At KS2, 

students will receive ICT within the English curriculum prioritising the development of their 

skills around the use of Assistive technology. This means that as early as possible students 

are given strategies to enable them to fully access all aspects of the curriculum. Those who 

require fine motor skills intervention will be identified by the Occupational Therapy team 

and during tutor time once a week will work as a small group to improve these skills. 

Literacy 

Despite the students’ dyslexic difficulties we aspire to ensure consistency across the 

curriculum and to continue to develop students’ abilities to use language to think, 

explore, organise and communicate effectively through speaking, listening, writing and 

reading.  Whilst this is incredibly challenging for our students, we view the pursuit of high 

standards of literacy as key to improving learning and raising standards, maximising our 

students’ potential to achieve the best possible outcomes.   

Students are encouraged and supported to talk, listen, read and write as part of their 

learning experiences across the curriculum. Consequently, teaching strategies in all 

subjects should contribute in a consistent and coherent way to students’ literacy 

development.   

Reading 

Reading and literacy are indispensable skills for our students to enable them to actively 

participate in society.  Reading helps young people to understand themselves and the 

world they live in.  We will provide reading opportunities for our students with the aim of 

developing them culturally, emotionally and socially, as well as developing reading skills 

such as fluency, comprehension and decoding. This will be done using specialist 

strategies from as early as possible.  

We have developed a daily slot within the timetable of 20 minutes called Book Club. 

Book Club is scheduled at the same time for the whole school every day. This will help to 

develop a culture of reading within the school. At The Levels School, we recognise 

creativity as one of the superpowers of dyslexia. We want to fire our students' 

imagination and promote a lifelong love of learning. During Book Club, students will get 

an opportunity to engage with a diverse range of stories in a range of ways. We will use 

audiobooks, group reading, film clips, discussions and storyboards to empower all 

children to be able to access books..  
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Reading for enjoyment will be actively modelled and encouraged across the whole 

school, not only through the curriculum, but through whole school initiatives such as 

'What am I Reading' posters shared by all staff on their classroom/office/therapy doors. 

Through our tutor programme we will further support this with one morning a week given 

over to reading and discussing what is being read. ‘Word of the Week’ will be led and 

shared by the SALT team and displayed in a prominent place at the front of the school.  

Numeracy 

The school will develop students’ numeracy skills, with particular attention to applying 

number skills in everyday situations involving money and measures and interpreting 

graphs, charts and tables as well as reasoning and problem solving. This will be 

supported by all staff who can draw links within their own subject areas. Promoting a 

positive attitude to numeracy will be critical in establishing students’ confidence towards 

numeracy and its relevance across all subjects. With our dyscalculic students this will be 

challenging. However, we are aspirational for all our students and will give them the 

strategies they require and the time and safe space they need to develop these skills at 

a level that allows them to demonstrate progress.  

Digital Safety 

Digital Safety is of huge importance to us at The Levels School. We require our students to 

leave school having become independent learners, a goal that any school would require 

of its students, but given the specific learning needs of our students and their future reliance 

on using IT effectively in their working lives, developing a healthy attitude toward becoming 

an effective and safe digital citizen is at the heart of what we do. 

Our digital safety curriculum is specifically rolled out across our ICT, PSHE, tutor programme 

and Performing Arts subjects and our Social Communication Skills timetabled sessions, 

however our students are supported by all staff across the curriculum in understanding safe 

digital use, as we build positive IT use into all our subjects; from targeted discussions or work 

around online safety, to acknowledgement of safe research use of online browsers during 

any lessons in which they are required to discover knowledge for themselves. We assess 

their understanding and knowledge of their responsibility towards their digital safety 

through group and individual projects, allowing for peer review and personal reflective 

practice as digital users. 

How we actively promote fundamental British Values at The Levels School 

We provide positive experiences through opportunities in the curriculum, extra-curricular 

activities and through interactions with all others within the school. Through our tutor 

program, assemblies and our timetabled social skills, as well as self-esteem groups set up 

as intervention sessions. 

These will help our pupils acquire values and skills to enable them to develop 

independence and choose their path in life. Evidence of our commitment to promoting 

British values will be seen across the school. We aim for our pupils to understand and 

appreciate the range of different cultures and faiths in modern democratic Britain. We 

use our schemes of work and other plans which enable pupils to develop an 
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understanding of public services and institutions and to take their place in modern 

democratic British society. 

There is a range of opportunities for pupils to take on responsibility and make a positive 

contribution to the school and the local and wider communities. Pupils of all faiths and 

belief systems will be encouraged to strive for excellence and a spirit of open and 

shared enquiry, whilst developing their individual potential and qualities of character so 

they can make a positive contribution to the world. Whilst SMSC is integral to all aspects 

of our curriculum, PSHE and the religious education within our Ethics and Philosophy 

schemes also make a strong contribution. 

We will ensure the following does not occur at The Levels School, including material in 

lessons which promotes non-democratic political systems rather than those based on 

democracy, whether for reasons of faith or otherwise: 

• Teach that the requirements of religious law permit the requirements of English 

civil or that criminal law to be disregarded. 

• That our lessons suggest to pupils that all religions are wrong and that therefore 

those who follow them are not worthy of respect. 

At The Levels School, recognise the implications of protected characteristics under the 

Equality Act 2010. We aim to create and protect a learning environment free from any 

forms of discrimination, victimisation or harassment, fostering good relations between 

different groups. The Levels School will celebrate every individual, supporting them to 

meet their full potential, regardless of age, gender, social or ethnic background, 

nationality, colour, religious affiliation, physical disability, sexual orientation or maternity. 

Age, marriage and civil partnership are also protected characteristics identified by the 

Act but are not part of the school provision related to students.  

Careers Education 

All young people need a planned programme of activities to help them make 14-19 

choices that are right for them and to be able to manage their careers throughout their 

lives.  The Levels School is committed to providing a fluent planned programme of 

tailored careers educations for all students from Year 7 – 11. 

All staff will be expected to contribute to the careers education and guidance 

programme through their roles as tutors and subject teachers. Some specialist sessions 

will be delivered through the tutor programme and specialist events such as careers 

fairs. It is our aim to embed key employability skills throughout our academic and SMSC 

curriculum and to look at outreach opportunities to develop these. 

Our aim is to get the best outcomes for our students holistically so that they are able to 

utilise their strengths and become an asset in the modern world. Through five curriculum 

days we will be looking to raise the profile of the key skills below. These will occur 

throughout our curriculum with the aim of embedding these within life at The Levels 

School.  

• Staying Positive (resilience): The ability to use tactics and strategies to overcome 

setbacks and achieve goals. 
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• Aiming High (proactivity): The ability to set clear, tangible goals and devise a 

robust route to achieving them as well as taking the initiative and making things 

happen, instead of always reacting to what happens around you. 

• Problem Solving: The ability to find a solution to a complex situation or challenge. 

• Listening and presenting (communication): The receiving, retaining and 

processing of information or ideas as well as the oral transmission. 

• Creativity: The use of imagination and the generation of new ideas. 

• Leadership: Supporting, encouraging and motivating others to achieve a shared 

goal. 

• Adaptability: The ability to cope and thrive in changing conditions. 
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Entitlement       

Key stage 2 and Key stage 3  

Classes are organised according primarily to the student’s age. Occasionally, it may be in 

the student’s interest to move out of their chronological age group. We reserve the right to 

do this if it provides the student with increased support and allows the potential for greater 

progress. Students are provided with access to a curriculum that is adapted to suit their 

learning differences at an appropriate key stage level. Running alongside this will be 

pastoral support and other activities to enrich their school provision and experience. There 

is a specific focus on developing skills in communication. This will be supported by further 

input from the therapy team that will occur on a 1:1 basis but also as part of the teaching 

being delivered.   

Key stage 2 Provision  

 

 

 

 

  

Subject/other activity 
Hours per 

week 

English 6 

Maths 6 

Science 4 

ICT – Assistive technology 

(Within English) 
1 

Visual Communication  2 

Performing Arts 2 

PSHE 1 

PE 1 

Games 1 

Forest School 2 

SALT/Social Skills 1 

Geography 1 

History 1 

Ethics and Philosophy 1 

Total 30 
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Key Stage 3 Provision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key stage 4    

Class groups, organised primarily according to age. Although, it may be more appropriate 

for a student to be back classed depending on their previous school experience and level 

of need. Students at The Levels School are expected to follow a core curriculum in English, 

Maths and science and 3 optional subjects for most. This could include both academic 

and vocational pathways (developed through Year 2 at The Levels School). As the 

curriculum is tailored for each individual it may be that some students follow 2 or 4 options 

subjects. The academic curriculum will be supported with additional input from the Therapy 

team that will occur on a 1:1 basis but also as part of the teaching being delivered.      

Subjects offered are expected to include – Maths, English, Science, English Literature 

(developed through Year 2), Life Skills/Learning for Life, Sport, Drama, Food, Music, Film 

Studies, Geography, History, and Art.  

 

 

 

 

 

Subject/other activity 

Hours 

per 

week 

English 6 

Maths 5 

Science 4 

ICT  1 

Visual Communication  3 

Performing Arts 2 

Geography 2 

History 2 

Ethics and Philosophy 1 

PSHE 1 

Games 1 

PE 1 

Outdoor Learning  1 

Total  30 
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Key Stage 4 Provision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Curriculum Aims   

The curriculum aspires to: 

• Enable those not achieving age-related expectations to stop falling further behind, 

close the gap and make accelerated progress.  

• Move towards enabling students to progress further, based on ability not age  

• Have and be able to use high quality personal, learning and thinking skills and 

become independent learners.  

• Be challenged and stretched to achieve their potential.  

• Enjoy and be committed to learning at The Levels School and beyond.  

• Value their learning outside of the curriculum making links from the curriculum to the 

real world and skills for employability  

• Cater for the specific needs and learning differences of individual students as 

described in their EHCPs and paperwork, by providing teaching and learning 

opportunities at an appropriate level.    

Subject/other activity 

Hours 

per 

week 

Mandatory/ 

Voluntary 

English 5 M 

Maths 5 M 

Science 5 M 

PSHE 1 M 

Games 1 M 

PE 1 M 

Art 4 V - Options 

Photography 4 V - Options 

English Literature 4 V - Options 

Drama 4 V - Options 

Film Studies 4 V - Options 

Food Tech 4 V - Options 

Life Skills 4 V - Options 

Sport 4 V - Options 

Geography 4 V - Options 

History 4 V - Options 

Food Skills/Food GCSE 4 V - Options 
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• Provide personal, social and health education, to include age-appropriate sex 

education, that reflects the school’s aims and ethos (see also the PSHE and SRE 

policies).   

• Provide broad and unbiased careers guidance for students receiving secondary 

education; to be relevant to Years 7-11 through the Tutor programme, Year 9 

through the provision of Option Booklets alongside Staff /Parent Meetings and 

career talks. Also, along with guidance towards work experience and links with 

Colleges of FE.   

• Ensure that all students can learn, develop and make progress so that they can 

develop their self- confidence and self-esteem, assessed and monitored through the 

PSHE and Tutor Programme.   

Subject Rational 

English and ICT KS2 

At KS2 the English curriculum is led by a specialist teacher and designed with two major 

aims.  The first is to develop skills in reading, reading comprehension and writing (including 

spelling) that will support learning across the curriculum at KS3 and 4.  The second focus is 

to ensure that pupils are able to explore literature and express themselves in writing and 

orally at age and developmentally appropriate levels, scaffolded as appropriate to 

support any barriers to learning presented by literacy or language and communication 

skills.  In pursuit of this, we will use strategies such as shape coding, to develop grammar 

and syntax (and to meet the aims of the grammar learning at KS2), a combination of 

morphological and phonemic approaches to spelling (based in the learning programme of 

Dyslexia Action and supported by Units of Sound and individual specialist teaching as 

indicated by need) and by focussed use of assistive technology.  Morphological 

approaches support reading, spelling and vocabulary development.  Each pupil with have 

individual targets for literacy development that will be worked on through challenging and 

engaging class-based literacy and writing tasks.  We aim to develop a love of literature 

and writing so that literacy learning has a meaning context.  

One lesson a week will be an IT lesson where the pupils will develop the skills needed to 

allow them read and write accurately, fluently and independently. The pupils will be taught 

how to use spell checks accurately, how and when to use text to speech or speech to text 

facilities, touch typing, use of predictive text and using IT to support proof reading.    

Each pupil will develop a portfolio of IT skills that are appropriate to their needs, while 

always continuing to develop literacy skills alongside supportive technology.  

English KS3/4 

The English schemes of learning at both KS3 and KS4 concentrate on building and 

consolidating the key skills that will prepare students for the best possible outcome at KS4 

whatever their entry level. These skills are embedded in themed examples and content 

which allow the sharing of vocabulary and ideas with other subjects taught at The Levels 

School. What makes dyslexic students so special is often their ability to make links and the 
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content of both schemes allows students to do this confidently.  As a skills driven curriculum 

for English, it means that it is a unique curriculum in that it can be personalised and 

adapted to suit individual needs and promote progress. It builds on the vocabulary and KS2 

programmes of study, particularly the use of IT, shape coding, and morphological 

strategies, meaning that students will be able to access GCSE courses that suits their needs 

and aspirations. There are discreet weekly skills lessons in which students are able to take 

control of tracking and monitoring their own progress through the skills map; for 

example, from 'comprehension' in KS2 to the retrieval and inference needed at KS3 and 4. 

This also allows easy sharing of individual targets with parents and as and when intervention 

is required so that strategies to support and to extend can be built in quickly to suit the 

needs of each student.  Each lesson focuses on using the shared literacy based vocabulary 

and building confidence when talking about work and progress across the half termly 

schemes and the year group.  

Ethics and Philosophy 

Ethics and Philosophy is an important subject in supporting the teaching of British Values 

and SMSC, and has many cross-curricular links, particularly to PSHE. KS2 focuses on 

teaching about different views and beliefs in a thematic manner to enable students to link 

between different beliefs. At KS3, we follow an adapted version of the ‘Explore RE’ 

curriculum provided by Hodder Education. This curriculum gives a good base of knowledge 

of each of the six major world religions, which are built on through discussions around ethics 

and philosophy. It also prepares students for further studies in GCSE RE, which we will offer in 

the future, and is in line with requirements of Somerset SACRE. Ethics and Philosophy is 

taught with a range of teaching and learning techniques, allowing plenty of time for 

discussion and processing of the big questions and allowing links between concepts.   

Food  

At KS2 and KS3, food skills are taught every week for half a term. The aim for the curriculum 

is to enjoy an understanding of healthy eating, linking into the Science curriculum and 

gaining practical and hygienic cooking skills for life. The curriculum also has strong links with 

British Values, PSHE and Ethics and Philosophy to strengthen understanding across other 

subjects. For many of our students, skills in the kitchen will be supported by their work in 

Occupational Therapy, and will also strengthen the social skills of those who need support 

in this area. In years 8 and year 9, practical confidence in the kitchen is combined with key 

GCSE concepts around influences over diet choices including international and British 

cuisines, and diets suited to particular groups of people, e.g. teenagers. Students will be 

encouraged to verbally discuss hygiene considerations and explain diet choices which 

begins the thinking patterns required for the GCSE Food and Nutrition course. At KS4, 

students are extended and supported by using repeatable processes to plan, prepare and 

evaluate foods, allowing for aspirational targets at GCSE. 

Geography  

The geography curriculum at The Levels School covers a range of physical and human 

topics and develops links between them.  The National Curriculum for KS2 and KS3 has 
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been adapted to increase accessibility through repetition of topics and building depth of 

knowledge through embedding links between subjects and topics.  This will enable students 

to access the AQA GCSE curriculum and achieve their potential in geography.  Skills are 

embedded throughout the curriculum both in terms of geographical skills but also 

transferable and employability skills.  Students are taught through a range of means, using 

assistive technology, with opportunities to delve deeper and research areas of interest to 

them within topics. 

History  

The history curriculum at The Levels School incorporates a mix of breadth and depth studies 

and has the key skills of source analysis and interpretations embedded throughout. At KS2, 

the National Curriculum has been adapted to suit the needs and interests of the students, 

incorporating more chronological skills, cross-curricular links and links to the KS3 and GCSE 

curricula. At KS3, the schemes of work are broadly in line with the National Curriculum, and 

have been adapted to embed and repeat key subject knowledge and skills from the 

GCSE. This will empower students with the confidence to access GCSE history as well as 

providing a good foundation of general historical knowledge for students who opt not to 

take history after Year 9. History explicitly links to British Values and SMSC in almost every 

lesson. It is taught as interconnecting stories to aid in recall and to fire the imagination, 

through a variety of media and means.  

ICT KS3  

ICT is delivered mostly in line with national guidelines and supports our students in 

understanding how the digital world around them works. This is achieved through following 

the three strands of Computer Science, Information Technology and Digital Literacy. 

Algorithms, programming and the structure of code are covered in our computer science 

modules, word processing, managing spreadsheets and publishing information for websites 

and print are covered within the information technology modules and our digital literacy 

also extends into the PSHE elements with digital citizenship, digital law, social media and 

mental health, and work on cyber-bullying and online relationships. 

All lessons are delivered through online resources. We have a 'Bring your Own Device' set 

up which is managed through an online network monitoring and filtering system. The final 

goal of this subject in the curriculum is to build the students’ knowledge of the digital 

landscape; from a simple 'user' to a powerful and informed consumer or even engineer of 

that space. 

Maths 

The maths curriculum is broadly based on the National Curriculum. In KS2 and Years 7 and 8 

there is a strong emphasis on students acquiring and learning to apply, the four operations 

(addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), with opportunities for repetition and 

extension of knowledge built into the curriculum. Maths is a sequential subject and all new 

learning must start from a secure base. The KS2 and Year 7/8 curriculum has been adapted 

to allow learning objectives from early key stage 2 to be included if necessary, so that 

students can start from their secure place and build from there. Assessment for learning will 
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be a key element of our teaching and students will be encouraged to plot their learning on 

learning ladders for each topic. All teaching will start at the concrete level, using 

appropriate equipment to encourage mathematical understanding and promote multi-

sensory learning. Calculator use will be encouraged when learning new skills that are not 

the four rules of number, to reduce the load on the working memory.  

Year 9 and KS4 will focus on working towards GCSE as we are following a 3 year curriculum 

for GCSE. Students will build on the skills that they have developed and teaching will 

continue to start from the concrete where possible to maximise understanding and 

retention of knowledge.  

Outdoor Learning  

The outdoor learning curriculum encompasses skills and knowledge taught in other subjects 

but embeds them through practical applications outside the classroom.  This hands-on 

approach enables student to practice skills and over learn key ideas so that they can 

apply them in a different setting.  Each lesson has a key theme and focus which is season 

dependent and learning is centred on the student.  Emphasis is put on trial and error and it 

doesn’t matter if the task doesn’t go as planned, as long as it is done safely and reflection 

occurs in order to improve the method and/or outcome on the next attempt.  The key aims 

are enjoyment, student led learning and application of knowledge.  Outdoor learning 

should be seen as a positive experience in every weather, as we will be dressed 

appropriately to enjoy an alternative way of learning. 

PE  

The aim of PE and Games is to raise self-esteem and confidence through a bespoke, fun 

and challenging curriculum where pupils gain a sense of achievement and pride by 

developing each student beyond what thought they were capable of doing.  It is 

designed to build skills in teamwork, communication and leadership as well as balance and 

coordination which are a challenge to dyslexic and dyspraxic children.  PE and Games 

look to be fully inclusive and challenges pupils to be their personal best whether that is 

starting at a foundation stage or they have the potential to perform at an elite level, every 

success is recognised and celebrated.  PE also raises awareness of the importance of a 

healthy lifestyle through a method that engages students through different activities. 

Performing Arts  

Performing Arts for Key Stages 2 and 3 are designed to allow students to explore their sense 

of self, the social landscapes they are growing up in and the development of themselves 

as a person with a voice. The fundamental goal of Performing Arts pre-GCSE is to ensure 

that students develop a sense of confidence and self-esteem. To engender that the lessons 

are built to support students in working creatively within small groups and individually 

toward a theme. Constructive criticism in peer review plays an important part of 

developing a good critical vocabulary while maintaining the importance of resilient, 

reflective development. It incorporates both Music and Drama, sometimes within the same 

module, or in rotation, to allow all students to find the ideal avenue for their expressive 

progress. Every child is involved in the development of work in lessons, either as a creator or 
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as a supportive external director/critic, which helps build strong sense of team spirit and a 

willingness to engage 

PSHE  

In line with our school values and the expectations of the National Curriculum, our PSHE 

program promotes the students’ needs for healthy living and safe working in the modern 

world enabling our young people to develop into well rounded, independent and moral 

citizens through outstanding and inspirational education that is as much about nurturing 

the spirit as it is about outstanding academic success. The PSHE curriculum has been 

developed with the PSHE Association guidelines and it supports students in developing 

the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage their lives. It helps pupils to 

achieve their academic potential, and leave school equipped with skills they will need 

throughout later life.  

The PSHE curriculum promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 

individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs, through our modules on Citizenship and responsibility. Delivery of this subject relies 

on creating and maintaining a forum of trust within the classroom and as such it helps build 

communal identity as well as supporting our students as they work to find their developing 

selves, understand their responsibility toward their mental health and the wellbeing of those 

around them and build the vocabulary they need to ask the right questions of the world 

they live in. 

Science  

The science curriculum is based mainly on the National Curriculum. The ethos for Science 

teaching is centred on investigation, encouraging an enquiring mind and using 

multisensory learning. At KS2 we recognise that students have often fallen behind at 

previous non-specialist schools, and therefore the curriculum contains key concepts from 

Year 4 in addition to the Year 5 and 6 work, building a strong base from which to begin 

year 7. KS3 and year 9 have been written with future GCSE content in mind. This means that 

some subject areas are taught before they would be normally in the National Curriculum to 

allow for repetition, and then extension, into KS4. It also allows for the building of applied 

numeracy and literacy skills as part of the KS4 Science learning so that students can 

communicate their understanding fully and gain the best possible outcomes as they move 

into KS5 

Social Communication skills  

All students will receive a weekly social communication lesson which will be delivered by 

members of the therapy team. The schemes of work set out a clear lesson plan and 

progression, however, to cater for the individual needs of each student within the group, 

the lessons may be altered by the therapist in order to be effective and supportive. For 

those who receive 1:1 Speech and Language Therapy or Occupational therapy, these 

lessons may be repeated individually and explored in more depth.   

The core skills that will be continuously supported by all members of staff are effective 

sensory and emotion regulation. This is based on the Zones of Regulation curriculum, 
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designed by Leah M. Kuypers. Strategies to help students learn these skills will be introduced 

within social communication lessons and this will be integrated and embedded within the 

school day. This will support students to practice and apply these skills in a range of settings 

and with a variety of people. By the end of KS4, our aim is that all students will have the 

knowledge, skills and strategies to become an effective communicator in a range of 

settings and environments, develop their self-esteem, be aware of their personality and 

identity, and they will be able to form and maintain meaningful relationships. This seeks to 

support them throughout their academic career, vocational career and to support their 

social and emotional wellbeing. 

Visual Communication  

Visual Communication encompasses all forms of art, craft and design. The aim of the 

department is to make young people visually aware and able to form their own opinions 

about the aesthetic world around them. KS2 and KS3 follow the National Curriculum for Art 

and Design, as this naturally leads onto the Art, Craft and Design GCSE. This GCSE is broad 

enough to allow students to follow their own interests and skills within the defined structure 

of a GCSE.  

Teaching for all year groups is individualised to each student’s need. Initial themes or topics 

are given as starting points throughout the year. The different needs of students are met 

through tailoring each task, piece of work or project to the individual. The use of templates, 

working into existing images, using digital equipment and varying the use of media and 

materials are examples of how starting points can be differentiated to meet the needs of 

individuals. Students aspire to create work that is personal and of a high quality by seeing 

the work of others. This is work from well established artists and the work created by their 

peers. An environment of sharing and discussions about work exists within the department. 

Regular marking, feedback and the opportunity for students to improve upon their work is 

given priority. GCSE students have grade descriptors in their books so that self-evaluation 

can take place throughout the course. 

Clubs/Enrichment opportunities 

All pupils have the opportunity to develop existing interests and nurture new ones through a 

variety of clubs and enrichment activities, which will operate during lunchtimes and after 

school. These reflect the talents and interests of the staff and pupils, while some will also 

involve the input and expertise of external specialists. This is not an exhaustive list however, 

activities can range from Felting, Textiles, Arts, Lego and Board games, Science, a variety of 

Music and a variety of Sports and Games. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Responsibilities of the teaching team:   

• There is consistency in terms of curriculum delivery. Schemes of learning should be in 

place, continuously reviewed, updated, be accessible and present challenge. 

• Subject teachers will deliver high quality teaching, learning and achievement.   
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• Quality Assurance that will be provided by a subject teacher led self-evaluation and 

peer review.   

• Evidence of student assessment progress.   

• Appropriate awarding bodies and courses are selected that best meet the learning 

needs of our students 

• Where necessary an appropriate combination of qualifications or alternative 

qualifications can be offered which best suit the needs of the learners.  

Students will:  

• Have their individual needs addressed, within both the school and extending 

beyond the classroom in to the family and community through a curriculum, which 

offers support and challenge appropriate to the individual. 

• Be given additional support if they start to fall behind in their learning, helping them 

get back on track quickly. 

• Receive additional appropriate support in line with examination concession 

guidelines to maximise their ability to access and succeed when undertaking 

assessments and examinations.  

• Where able and motivated, develop a thirst and a responsibility for their own 

learning. 

The Head teacher will ensure that:  

• All subjects offered within the curriculum have a scheme of learning. Schemes of 

Learning are monitored and reviewed on a regular basis to ensure they are relevant, 

accessible and challenging. 

• The amount of time provided for teaching the curriculum is adequate and is 

reviewed by the governors annually. The Head teacher and governors meet 

annually to ensure it is fit for purpose.  

• Where appropriate, the individual needs of some students are met by creating a 

bespoke curricular alternative.  

• The procedures for assessment, including examinations meet all legal requirements 

and students, their parents/carers receive information to show how much progress 

the students are making, and what is required to help them improve.  

• Levels of attainment and rates of progression are discussed with individual subject 

teachers on a regular basis and that actions are taken where necessary to improve 

these. 

• The governing body is fully involved in decision-making processes that relates to the 

curriculum offered.  

Safeguarding children       

All elements of the school curriculum are underpinned by the need to enable students to 

feel safe and adopt safe practices. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) will support 

staff in delivering specific safeguarding issues within the curriculum, including how to keep 

safe, e-safety, and anti-bullying.  Many of our staff will have the option to train at Level 3 so 
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alongside the DDSL’s it is anticipated that we will have a greater number of individuals 

trained at Level 3, relevant to the size of school.   


